Neuropsychological performances in patients treated with different antiepileptic drugs.
Twenty-six patients, suffering from various forms of epilepsy (2 with simple partial, 14 with complex partial, and 10 with generalized seizures) and treated with different drugs (10 with DPH, 10 with PB, and 6 with CBZ), underwent neuropsychological tests in order to evaluate: 1) Vigilance; 2) attention; 3) motor, sensory and adaptive (visuomotor) performances; 4) memory span, short-term and long-term memory, considering verbal as well as spatial aspects. The battery of tests was administered prior to treatment and when the drug plasmatic levels were within the ranges considered therapeutic. The results show that in the case of DPH there is an improvement of vigilance and adaptive performances but a worsening of attention and memory functions. With PB, only motor and adaptive performances improve; all other functions worsen. Finally, with CBZ, vigilance, attention, sensory performances and memory functions are unmodified while only motor and adaptive performances appear to improve.